The Englishman
Before the century came to Its end, the world had seen the French
Revolution and England was entering on, indeed had entered on, her
industrial revolution.
It was just about two hundred years ago that one of the great
spiritual revivals of Christian history broke over England. Two men,
Whitefield and Wesley, devoted themselves to evangelistic work, and
in the words of a modern historian, " none since the days of St. Francis
Xavier had journeyed so far or toiled so earnestly to win the fame of
Evangelists *'. Whitefield accomplished much of his missionary work
in the American colonies and died in New England : Wesley devoted
himself to England. From early morning till late at night, in fields
and byways, amongst crowds of miners, in the roughest quarters of
our towns, he preached, he taught, he organist And his monument
is the great Methodist body that bears his name, numbered by millions
in the old and the new worlds. But his life put an end to apathy,
** enthusiasm " had been liberated and there was a stirring of the dry
bones far beyond the bounds of the Society which he founded, incal-
culable in its results.
I am not forgetting my P.ngrlisbman and leading you into a digresr-
sion on a particular aspect of a particular period in our history. We
are returning to him directly. When Wesley created the organisation
which was to bind his followers together, he came to rely more and
more on ky help for the day-to-day administration of that great body.
The result of this was that throughout the whole country there were
found earnest and sincere men, many of them of the working classes,
who were giving all their spare time and some all their time to definitely
religious work among their fellows* I used the word " incalculable "
of the results of this movement: incalculable indeed was the result
of the example of such men in that rough industrial world that was
so swifily growing up.
In point of time I should perhaps have spoken of the religious
revival of the eighteenth century before I sketched for you the develop-
ment of co-operation in the industrial age* but I put it last so as to try
to impress it on your mind, and I will make clear what I meant by
insisting on the use of tbe word " incalculable " with reference to that
Revival. No one, a hundred and fifty years ago, could have foreseen
dbe rapid development of democracy, the shifting, as it were, of the
political centre of gravity, in democratic States: far less could anyone
have foretold die political developments within tbe different countries
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